THE  GULF  OF PEARLS

a knobkerry, with which each laid about him heartily. So
agile were the mice that they evaded every blow. The
purpose of the shields was soon made clear, for the fearless
mice tried their utmost to nibble and nest in the luxuriant
hair beneath. When everyone had snatched such morsels
of food as did not fall to the lot of an enterprising mouse,
came the usual speeches of welcome. The Arab guest's
reply contained that which infused hope into the minds of
the Persians.

" cMost honoured Sirs/ said he. 'Far be it from me to
say, or indeed to notice, anything but good of your
most illustrious land. Nevertheless, I cannot but see the
unfortunate plague of mice that besets you. I would not
venture publicly to remark thereon, were it not that I am
in the position to suggest a remedy. I have in my ship
a small decorative creature which can rid you of your
pest. During this Lucullan repast, I took the liberty of
sending for her, and I have her here now. I should
appreciate the opportunity of demonstrating her prowess.3

"Receiving polite, although perhaps incredulous en-
couragement from his hosts, he turned to a servant and
took from him an oval wicker basket. He unfastened the
lid, and out jumped Tink-i-Poo.

"She pounced at the nearest mouse, and felled it with
one blow of her paw. Then another. And another. The
whole table was littered with dead mice before she stopped
for breath. Overjoyed to find herself once more beyond
the confines of a ship, she wreaked heavy toll upon the mousy
fraternity. Hosts and guests alike were amazed and over-
joyed. The Governor rose to the occasion.

" Tell me,3 he said, 'what manner of beast this be, for
all I have dreamed of, she fulfils. To purchase her we
will gladly give the golden shields protecting our hair,
our whiskers, and our beards.9

"So saying, he unfastened his own cases, and laid them
before the Arab. The nobles applauded long and loud.

129